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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to small molecule modulators of
melanin expression and methods of making the small mol-
ecules. Also disclosed are methods of increasing pigmenta-
tion in a cell which involve providing compounds of the
present invention and contacting a cell with the compounds
under conditions effective to induce melanin expression in
the cell, thereby increasing pigmentation. The present inven-
tion also relates to compositions containing compounds of the
present invention and a carrier.
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1
SMALL-MOLECULE MODULATORS OF
MELANIN EXPRESSION

This application is a national stage application under 35

U.S.C.371 of PCT/US2008/058716, filed Mar. 28, 2008, and 3

claims the priority benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation Ser. No. 60/909,264, filed Mar. 30, 2007, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The subject matter of this application was made with sup-
port from the United States Government under NIH Grant
No.T32 AR007472. The U.S. Government has certain rights.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to small-molecule modula-
tors of melanin expression, compositions containing the com-
pounds, and methods of using the compounds to induce mela-
nin expression (i.e., in melanocytes) and increase skin
pigmentation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Melanin is a complex biopolymer that is synthesized in
organelles called melanosomes that are a unique feature of
melanocytes. Melanocytes are cells that reside in the basal
layer of the epidermis and transfer melanin to neighboring
keratinocytes. In melanin synthesis, early oxidative steps in
which phenolic and catecholic precursors are oxidized to
orthoquinones occurs. Regulation of melanin production
occurs at multiple points that primarily involve, but are not
exclusive to, the regulation of tyrosinase, which is the key
enzyme in melanin synthesis (Wang et al., “Tyrosinase Matu-
ration Through the Mammalian Secretory Pathway: Bringing
Colorto Life,” Pigment Cell Res. 19:3-18 (2006); Wang et al.,
“Regulation of Tyrosinase Trafficking and Processing by Pre-
senilins: Partial Loss of Function by Familial Alzheimer’s
Disease Mutation,” Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 103:353-8
(2006)). However, because over 100 genes are implicated in
control of pigmentation, other regulatory targets are likely to
exist.

Melanin is important for disease prevention, because it
absorbs ultraviolet light in the UVB and UVA spectrum. This
protects keratinocytes from the mutagenic effects of sunlight.
In addition, melanin has a social function, because it deter-
mines skin and hair color. Cutaneous cancers such as squa-
mous cell carcinoma and basal cell carcinoma are directly
linked to exposure to ultraviolet irradiation, and it is widely
accepted that people with light skin are at much higher risk to
develop skin cancer due to a comparative lack of melanin
compared with dark skinned individuals (Gallagher et al.,
“Adverse Effects of Ultraviolet Radiation: A Brief Review,”
Prog. Biophys. Mol. Biol. 92(1):119-31 (2006)).

Agents that increase melanin synthesis are of interest,
because of their potential use as “natural sunscreens” that
stimulate the skin’s resident melanocytes to produce and
transfer more melanin to epidermal keratinocytes, thus
decreasing the incidence of skin cancer. There is a significant
need to identify new compounds with improved ability to
induce melanin production and transfer. The development of
libraries of compounds that can be rapidly screened for their
ability to modulate melanin production would facilitate drug
discovery that could have a profound impact on the incidence
of skin cancer.

The present invention is directed to overcoming these and
other deficiencies in the art.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A first aspect of the present invention relates to a compound
formed by a reaction of a carboxylic acid and an amine. The
carboxylic acid is selected from
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-continued
NH,

O, and O\/o.

N
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A second aspect of the present invention relates to a com-
pound according to formula (I)

@

O—W— @

XX
RZ—:
&
2y R!
wherein,
R' is selected from H and straight or branched chain C, to
C, hydrocarbon;

R? is selected from —O—R?, —NH—R?, and —S—R?,
where R? is selected from H, straight or branched chain
C, to C4 hydrocarbon, and alkoxyalkyl;

W is a straight or branched chain C, to C4 hydrocarbon,
—(CH,),NH—, or —(CH,), N(CH )»—, where p is an
integer from 0 to 3;

X is selected from (CH,),, O, —(CH,),NH—, or
—(CH,),N(CH;)—, where n is an integer from 0 to 8
and q is an integer from O to 3;

Y is selected from (CH,),,,, where m is an integer from 0 to
3; and

Z is selected from

0 XD

where Q is selected from H and halogen.
A third aspect of the present invention relates to a com-
pound according to formula (II)

an

R4/\\ / X

wherein,
R* is selected from H and straight or branched chain C; to
C¢ hydrocarbon;
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4
Y is selected from O, N—R?>, and S—R?, where R’ is
selected from H and straight or branched chain C, to Cg
hydrocarbon;

X is selected from RS, O—R® NH—R®, NR?,,

7&_%@2’ N
O D

A Q?r

NOEEnT
;HVU

wherein each R® is independently selected from H, straight or
branched chain C, to Cg hydrocarbon, and halogen; q is an
integer from 0 to 5; and Z is selected from H, halogen, and C,
to C; hydrocarbon.

A fourth aspect of the present invention relates to a method
of increasing pigmentation in a cell. This method involves
providing a compound according to the first, second, or third
aspects of the present invention, or a combination thereof, and
contacting a cell with the compound under conditions effec-
tive to induce melanin expression in the cell, thereby increas-
ing pigmentation.

A fifth aspect of the present invention relates to a compo-
sition containing a carrier, and a compound according to the
first, second, or third aspects of the present invention, or
combinations thereof.

A sixth aspect of the present invention relates to a method
of'increasing skin pigmentation. This method involves apply-
ing a composition according to the fifth aspect of the present
invention to skin on a subject in a manner and quantity effec-
tive to induce melanin production in contacted skin cells,
thereby increasing skin pigmentation within a treated area of
the skin.

A seventh aspect of the present invention relates to a
method of making an amide compound according to the first,
second, or third aspects of the present invention. This method
involves providing a carboxylic acid and reacting the car-
boxylic acid with an amine under conditions effective to make
an amide compound according to the first, second, or third
aspects of the present invention.

An eighth aspect of the present invention relates to a
method of making a compound according to formula (I)
where X is oxygen. This method involves providing an iso-
quinoline carboxylic acid according to formula (I11)
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(1)

(w) oH

N
NP

RZ—:

Rr!

wherein R', R?, and W are defined as in formula (I); and
reacting the isoquinoline carboxylic acid of formula (IIT) with
an alcohol of formula (IV)

HO-(»)-(2)

whereinY and Z are defined as in formula (I). The reaction is
carried out under conditions effective to make a compound
according to formula (I) where X is oxygen.

A ninth aspect of the present invention relates to a method
of making a compound of formula (I) where X is (CH,),,. This
method involves providing an isoquinoline carboxylic acid
according to formula (IIT) above. The isoquinoline carboxylic
acid according to formula (III) is converted to a Weinreb
amide via treatment with carbonyl diimidazole followed by
N,O-Dimethylhydroxylamine. The resulting Weinreb amide
is then treated with an alkyl Grignard reagent of formula (V)

avy,

(Z)—(Y)—(CH,),—MgBr, ™

whereY is selected from (CH,),,, where m is an integer from
0 to 3, Z is selected from

- X

and Q is selected from H and halogen. These steps are carried
out under conditions effective to make a compound of for-
mula (I) where X is (CH,),,.

A tenth aspect of the present invention relates to a method
of making a compound of formula (II) having an ester linkage
in the sidechain. This method involves providing a carboxylic
acid according to formula (VII)

(VID)

Y.

<

R4/\ OH

where R* and Y are defined as in formula II, and reacting the
carboxylic acid of formula (VII) with an alcohol of formula
(VII)

R*—OH (VIID)

where R® is a straight or branched chain C, to C, hydrocar-
bon, under conditions effective to make the compound of
formula (II).
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An eleventh aspect of the present invention relates to a
method of making a compound of formula (IT) where X is RS,
a straight or branched chain C, to C4 hydrocarbon. This
method involves providing a carboxylic acid according to
formula (VII)

(VID)

Y.
R4/\\ /

where R* and Y are defined as in formula (II), and converting
the carboxylic acid to a Weinreb amide via treatment with
carbonyl diimidazole followed by N,O-Dimethylhydroxy-
lamine. The Weinreb amide is treated with an alkyl Grignard
reagent, (R®)—MgBr under conditions effective to make a
compound of formula (II) where X is a hydrocarbon as
defined above.

A twelfth aspect of the present invention is directed to a
method of making an ester compound according to formula
(II). This method involves providing an acyl halide according
to formula (IX)

OH

X

Y.
R4/\\ /

where A is halogen and R* and Y are as defined in formula (II),
and reacting the acyl halide with an alcohol of formula (VIII)

R*—OH (VIID)

where R® is a straight or branched chain C, to C, hydrocar-
bon, under conditions effective to make the compound of
formula (II).

Several compounds of the present invention have been
shown to induce increased melanin production in treated
melanocytes, and importantly this occurs without concomi-
tant increased cellular proliferation by the treated melano-
cytes. As a consequence, the compounds of the present inven-
tion, and compounds derived therefrom, are expected to be
useful in topical compositions for the treatment of skin to
induce increased skin pigmentation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration showing how a small
combinatorial library of 75 low molecular weight (<500
AMU), structurally diverse heterocyclic compounds was syn-
thesized.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing melanin quantity and cell num-
ber (£S.D.) upon 2.5 uM small molecule treatment normal-
ized to DMSO vehicle control.

FIG. 3 is a pair of brightfield images of melan-a melano-
cytes cultured in the presence and absence of 2.5 uM of
compound A7.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing dose response of melanin quan-
tity and cell number (S.D.) upon A7 treatment normalized to
DMSO vehicle control.

FIG. 5 shows images and a graph of hematoxylin stained
melan-a melanocytes cultured in the presence and absence of
2.5 uM of compound A7.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing tyrosinase assay (xS.D.) of
melan-a melanocytes cultured in the presence and absence of
2.5 uM melanogenesis inducing small molecules.

FIG. 7 is an image of a two-dimensional differential in gel
electrophoresis. In total, 24 unique protein spots were repro-
ducibly increased or decreased in two 2D-DIGE analyses
upon treatment with A7 as compared to DMSO control.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the identification of novel
compounds that are capable of inducing melanocyte expres-
sion of melanin, and therefore are capable of use for increas-
ing skin pigmentation (i.e., in Keratinocytes). The com-
pounds, compositions suitable for administering them, and
their methods of use are described herein.

Afirstaspect of the present invention relates to acompound
formed by a reaction of a carboxylic acid and an amine. The
carboxylic acid is selected from

O N
S
x OH, o OH,
N
/
N Et (@]
O OH
OH, ,and
F F
F
O
(@]
HO >

(@]

and the amine is selected from

NHz,

foo

>

HZN
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-continued

F, [>—NH2,
HN
F
/\/© H
C[ND
HN s

ool

HZN/\/\N/\

N,
—

NH,

@, and O\/o.

N
N N

The reaction of a carboxylic acid with an amine to form an
amide is a common reaction known by those of ordinary skill
in the art. Typically, the carboxylic acid is activated by react-
ing it with an activating agent. For example, the carboxylic
acid may be transformed to an acid chloride by treatment with
oxalyl chloride or another similar agent. The acid chloride is
then reacted with the amine in the presence of a base to form
the amide.

Compounds of the present invention formed by a reaction
of'a carboxylic acid and an amine may have any combination
of a carboxylic acid selected from the above “library” of
carboxylic acids and an amine selected from the above
“library” of amines. Examples of particular compounds of the
present invention formed by a reaction of a carboxylic acid
and an amine are set forth in Table 1.

TABLE 1

Compounds Formed by a Reaction of a Carboxylic Acid and an Amine

Compound Name

Structure

A5
3-carboxamide

N-(4-fluorophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-

NH
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TABLE 1-continued

Compounds Formed by a Reaction of a Carboxylic Acid and an Amine

Compound Name Structure

A7 N-(3-fluorophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-
3-carboxamide

\

/

Cl1 N-((furan-2-yl)methyl)furan-2-

e}
carboxamide
O g =
od
c2 N-butylfuran-2-carboxamide ‘\_\

Z

2

C5 N-(4-fluorophenethyl)furan-2-

carboxamide / o
H
P N
(@] \/\©\
F
Cc7 N-(3-fluorophenethyl)furan-2- 0
carboxamide /
= N\/\O/ F

C10 (furan-2-y1)(2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidin-
1-yl)methanone o

e}
Z

4

D10 (2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidin-1- F
yl)(perfluorophenyl)methanone

><21
i
o3} o3}

o
"y

D12 2,3,4,5,6-pentafluoro-N-(5- F F
methylisoxazol-3-yl)benzamide

oy
z,
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TABLE 1-continued

12

Compounds Formed by a Reaction of a Carboxylic Acid and an Amine

Compound Name Structure

E4 (benzo[d][1,3]dioxol-5-y1)(4-(4-

ﬁuorophenyl)plp erazin-1-yl)methanone

29

15
By virtue of the activity of the quinoline compounds iden-
tified in Table 1 above, the present invention also relates to
compounds according to formula (1)

20

@
(€]

A

(W) O—W— @

R!

wherein,

R' is selected from H and straight or branched chain C, to
C¢ hydrocarbon, preferably hydrogen, methyl, ethyl,
propyl, isopropyl, or t-butyl;

R? is selected from —O—R?, —NH—R?, and —S—R?,
where R? is selected from H, straight or branched chain
C, to Czhydrocarbon, and alkoxyalkyl, preferably meth-
oxy, ethoxy, propoxy, methoxyethyl, N-methyl amino,
N-ethyl amino, N-propyl amino, methylthio, ethylthio,
or propylthio;

W is optional and can be a straight or branched chain C, to
Cs hydrocarbon, —(CH,),NH—, or —(CH,),N
(CH;)—, where p is an integer from 0 to 3, preferably 0
orl;

X is selected from (CH,),, O, —(CH,) NH—, or
—(CH,),N(CH;)—, where n is an integer from 0 to 8
and q is an integer from 0 to 3, preferably O or 1;

Y is selected from (CH,),,,, where m is an integer from 0 to
3; and

Z is selected from

0 XD

where Q is selected from H and halogen.

As used herein, the straight or branched chain hydrocar- 65
bons can be aliphatic or non-aliphatic, and includes both
saturated hydrocarbons, monounsaturated hydrocarbons, and

30

35

40

45

50

polyunsaturated hydrocarbons. Thus, this term is intended to
include alkylene groups that contain a single carbon and up to
a defined upper limit, as well as alkenyl groups and alkynyl
groups that contain two carbons up to the upper limit, whether
the carbons are present in a single chain or a branched chain.

As used herein, halogens can be any one of fluorine, chlo-
rine, bromine, and iodine. Of these, fluorine and chlorine are
preferred.

Preferred compound according to formula (I) include com-
pounds AS and A7 of Table 1.

Compounds of formula (I) having an ester group in the
sidechain can be formed by standard esterification reactions
between the appropriate isoquinoline carboxylic acid and an
alcohol activated by reaction with, for example, dicyclohexyl
carbodiimide. Accordingly, another aspect of the present
invention relates to a method of making a compound of for-
mula (I) where X is oxygen. This method involves providing
an isoquinoline carboxylic acid according to formula (III)

(I

(w) oH

XY
RZ—:
NP

Rr!

wherein R', R? and W are defined as in formula (I); and
reacting the isoquinoline carboxylic acid of formula (IIT) with
an alcohol of formula (IV)

HO-(»)-(@)
whereinY and Z are defined as in formula (I). The reaction is
carried out under conditions effective to make a compound
according to formula (I) where X is oxygen.

Alternatively, compounds of formula (I) having an ester in
the side chain (i.e., where X is O) can also be formed by using
an acyl chloride according to formula (VI)

avy,

VD
(6]

PN

(W) A

xR
AN

Rr!

plus an alcohol according to formula (IV).
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Compounds of formula (I) having a ketone group in the
side chain (i.e., where X is (CH,),) can also be formed.
Accordingly, another aspect of the present invention relates to
a method of making a compound of formula (I) where X is
(CH,),,. This method involves providing an isoquinoline car-
boxylic acid according to formula (III) above. The isoquino-
line carboxylic acid according to formula (I1I) is converted to
a Weinreb amide via treatment with carbonyl diimidazole
followed by N,O-Dimethylhydroxylamine according to the
procedure of Nahm et al., Tetrahedron Letters 22:3815-3818
(1981), which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety. The resulting Weinreb amide is then treated with an
alkyl Grignard reagent of formula (V)

(Z)—(Y)—(CH,),—MgBr, ™

according to common procedures known by those of ordinary
skill in the art, where Z and Y are defined as according to
formula (I). These steps are carried out under conditions
effective to make a compound of formula (I) where X is
(CH,),,.

Compounds of formula (I) having an amide group in the
sidechain can be formed by standard peptide coupling reac-
tions in the manner described above.

By virtue of the activity of the furan compounds identified
above in Table 1, the present invention also relates to com-
pounds according to formula (IT)

1)
R4}\ / X

wherein,

R* is selected from H and straight or branched chain C, to
C, hydrocarbon, preferably hydrogen, methyl, ethyl, or
propyl;

Y is selected from O (e.g., furans), N—R?® (e.g., pyrroles)
and S—R? (e.g., thiophenes), where R? is selected from
H and straight or branched chain C, to C, hydrocarbon,
preferably hydrogen, methyl, ethyl, or propyl;

X is selected from R®, O—RS5, NH—RS, NRS,,

YA, Y AN

LA g;r
NOER
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-continued
RS,
/Ei}O/

where each RS is independently selected from H, straight or
branched chain C, to Cg hydrocarbon, and halogen, prefer-
ably hydrogen, methyl, ethyl, propyl, fluorine, or chlorine; q
is an integer from 0 to 5; and R” is selected from H, halogen,
and C, to C; hydrocarbon, preferably hydrogen, fluoride,
chlorine, methyl, ethyl, propyl, or isopropyl.

As used herein, the straight or branched chain hydrocar-
bons and halogens recited in formula (II) can be defined as
above for formula (I). The same hydrocarbons and halogens
are also preferred in this embodiment.

Preferred compounds according to this aspect of the
present invention are compounds C1, C2, C5, C7, and C10 of
Table 1.

Compounds of formula (II) having an amide group in the
sidechain can be formed by standard peptide coupling reac-
tions in the manner described above.

Compounds of formula (II) having an ester group in the
sidechain can be formed by standard esterification reactions
in the manner described herein.

Compounds of formula (II) having a ketone group in the
sidechain can be formed by a standard ketone-forming reac-
tion in the manner described herein.

The compounds of the present invention can also be in the
form of a salt, preferably a pharmaceutically acceptable salt.
The term “pharmaceutically acceptable salt” refers to those
salts that retain the biological effectiveness and properties of
the free bases or free acids, which are not biologically or
otherwise undesirable. The salts are formed with inorganic
acids such as hydrochloric acid, hydrobromic acid, sulfuric
acid, nitric acid, phosphoric acid and the like, and organic
acids such as acetic acid, propionic acid, glycolic acid, pyru-
vic acid, oxylic acid, maleic acid, malonic acid, succinic acid,
fumaric acid, tartaric acid, citric acid, benzoic acid, cinnamic
acid, mandelic acid, methanesulfonic acid, ethanesulfonic
acid, p-toluenesulfonic acid, salicylic acid, N-acetylcysteine
and the like. Other salts are known to those of skill in the art
and can readily be adapted for use in accordance with the
present invention.

As demonstrated in the examples, the compounds of the
present invention have an ability to increase pigmentation in
a cell (i.e., either directly in melanocytes or indirectly in
keratinocytes). This method is carried out by providing a
compound of the present invention, preferably though not
exclusively those compounds identified in Table 1 or defined
under formulae (I) and (II), and then contacting a cell with the
compound under conditions effective to induce melanin
expression in the cell, thereby increasing pigmentation.

Cells to be contacted in accordance with the present inven-
tion include any cells responsible for producing melanin,
specifically melanocytes. Because the compounds of the
present invention have the ability to induce melanin expres-
sion in melanocytes, and thereby increase melanin content of
keratinocytes, it is intended for the compounds to be admin-
istered to skin in the form of an appropriate composition. The
cells are preferably contacted in vivo after application of the
composition to the skin of a subject, preferably a human
subject.

The compositions of the present invention are preferably
formulated to be administered by topical application to the
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skin (i e, keratinous tissue). Accordingly, the composition
preferably has good aesthetic properties and will not cause
any safety or toxicity concerns.

The carrier used in this and other compositions of the
present invention can be in a wide variety of forms, including
emulsion carriers, such as oil-in-water, water-in-oil, and oil-
in-water-in-silicone emulsions, creams, ointments, oph-
thalmic ointments, aqueous solution, lotions, gels, or aero-
sols. As will be understood by the skilled artisan, a given
component will distribute primarily into either the water or
oil/silicone phase, depending upon the water solubility/dis-
persibility of the component in question. A safe and effective
amount of carrier is from about 50% to about 99.99%, pret-
erably from about 80% to about 99.99%, more preferably
from about 90% to about 98%, and most preferably from
about 90% to about 95% of the composition.

Emulsions generally contain an effective amount of a com-
pound of the present invention and a lipid or oil. Lipids and
oils may be derived from animals, plants, or petroleum, and
can be natural or synthetic. Preferred emulsions also contain
a humectant such as glycerin. Emulsions will preferably fur-
ther contain from about 1% to about 10%, more preferably
from about 2% to about 5%, of an emulsifier, based on the
weight of the carriers. Emulsifiers may be ionic, anionic, or
cationic. The emulsion may also contain an anti-foaming
agent to minimize foaming upon application to the keratinous
tissue. Anti-foaming agents include high molecular weight
silicones and other materials well known in the art for such
use.

Suitable emulsions may have a wide range of viscosities,
depending upon the product form. Exemplary low viscosity
emulsions, which are preferred, have a viscosity of about 50
centistokes or less, more preferably about 10 centistokes or
less, most preferably about 5 centistokes or less. The emul-
sion may also contain anti-foaming agents to minimize foam-
ing upon application to the skin.

Other preferred carriers include oil-in-water emulsions
having a continuous aqueous phase and a hydrophobic, water-
insoluble phase dispersed therein. Preferred oil-in-water
emulsions comprise from about 25% to about 98%, prefer-
ably from about 65% to about 95%, and more preferably from
about 70% to about 90% water by weight of the carrier.

The hydrophobic phase is dispersed in the continuous
aqueous phase. The hydrophobic phase may contain water
insoluble or partially soluble materials such as are known in
the art including, but not limited to, silicones. The composi-
tions of the present invention include, but are not limited to,
lotions and creams, and may comprise a dermatologically
acceptable emollient. As used herein, “emollient” refers to a
material useful for preventing or relieving dryness, as well as
for protecting the skin. A wide variety of suitable emollients
are known and may be used herein. Numerous examples of
materials suitable for use as an emollient are provided in
Sagarin, Cosmetics, Science, and Technology 2nd Edition
Vol. 1, pp 3243 (1972), which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety. A preferred emollient is glycerin.
Glycerin is preferably used in an amount of from about
0.001% to about 20%, more preferably from about 0.01% to
about 10%, and most preferably from about 0.1% to about
5%.

Lotions and creams according to the present invention
generally comprise a solution carrier system and one or more
emollients. Lotions typically comprise from about 1% to
about 20%, preferably from about 5% to about 20%, of emol-
lient; from about 50% to about 90%, preferably from about
60% to about 80%, water; and an effective amount of a
compound of the present invention.
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Ointments of the present invention may comprise a simple
carrier base of animal or vegetable oil or semi-solid water
soluble carriers. Ointments may further comprise a thicken-
ing agent and/or an emollient. For example, an ointment may
comprise from about 2% to about 20% of an emollient, about
0.1to about 2% of a thickening agent, and an effective amount
of'a compound of the present invention. To enhance the per-
cutaneous absorption of the active ingredients, one or more of
a number of agents can be added to the topical formulations,
including but not limited to, dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO),
dimethylacetamide, dimethylformamde, surfactants, azone,
alcohol, acetone, propylene glycol, and polyethylene glycol.
In addition, physical methods can also be used to enhance
transdermal penetration such as e.g., by iontophoresis or
sonophoresis. Alternatively, or in addition, the composition
may be delivered in liposomes.

Compositions according to the present invention may also
include optional components, which should be suitable for
application to keratinous tissue, i.e., when incorporated into
the composition they are suitable for use in contact with
human keratinous tissue without undue toxicity, incompat-
ibility, instability, allergic response, and the like within the
scope of sound medical judgment. In addition, such optional
components are useful provided that they do not unacceptably
alter the benefits of the active compounds of the present
invention. The CTFA Cosmetic Ingredient Handbook, Sec-
ond Edition (1992) (which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety), describes a wide variety of non-limiting
cosmetic and pharmaceutical ingredients commonly used in
the skin care industry, which are suitable for use in the com-
positions of the present invention. Examples of these ingre-
dient classes include abrasives, absorbents, aesthetic compo-
nents such as fragrances, pigments, colorings, essential oils,
skin sensates, astringents (e.g., clove oil, menthol, camphor,
eucalyptus oil, eugenol, menthyl lactate, hazel distillate),
anti-acne agents, anti-caking agents, antifoaming agents,
antimicrobial agents, antioxidants, binders, biological addi-
tives, buffering agents, bulking agents, chelating agents,
chemical additives, colorants, cosmetic astringents cosmetic
biocides, denaturants, drug astringents, external analgesics,
film formers or materials such as polymers for aiding the
film-forming properties and substantivity of the composition
(e.g., copolymer of eicosene and vinyl pyrrolidone), opacify-
ing agents, pH adjusters, propellants, reducing agents,
sequestrants and/or healing agents (e.g., panthenol and
derivatives such as ethyl panthenol), aloe vera, pantothenic
acid and its derivatives, allantoin, and bisabolol), skin treating
agents, thickeners, and vitamins and derivatives thereof.

The compounds of the present invention stimulate melanin
production and can be used topically for darkening skin, or to
produce a safe tan. Accordingly, another aspect of the present
invention relates to a method of increasing skin pigmentation.
This method involves applying a composition of the present
invention to skin on a subject in a manner and quantity effec-
tive to induce melanin production in contacted skin cells,
thereby increasing skin pigmentation within a treated area of
the skin.

The compounds of the present invention are useful in treat-
ing skin conditions where insufficient skin pigmentation is
produced, or where the subject, for cosmetic purposes, simply
wishes to develop a “sunless tan” or to augment tanning
induced by a limited exposure to sunlight or ultraviolet light.
Unlike previously known indoor tanning compositions, the
compounds of the present invention actually produce addi-
tional melanin in the skin, and thus protect the skin from
ultraviolet radiation.
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The appropriate dose regimen, the amount of each dose
administered, and specific intervals between doses of the
active compound will depend upon the particular active com-
pound employed, the conditions of the patient being treated,
and the nature and severity of the disorder or conditions being
treated. Preferably, the active compound is administered in an
amount and at an interval that results in the desired treatment
of or improvement in the disorder or condition being treated.

As one skilled in the art will readily appreciate, the com-
pounds of the present invention can be used alone or in com-
bination with one another, as well as in combination with the
other melanin stimulating compounds described below, and
with any other pigment affecting compounds.

The compounds of the present invention can be adminis-
tered by any means that results in contact of the active agent
with its site of action in the body of a mammal. The com-
pounds can be administered by any conventional means avail-
able for use in conjunction with pharmaceuticals, either as
individual therapeutic agents or in a combination of therapeu-
tic agents. Each can be administered alone, but is preferably
administered with a carrier selected on the basis of the chosen
route of administration and standard pharmaceutical practice.

The compositions of the present invention are also useful
for cosmetic purposes. Cosmetic applications include the
topical application of compositions containing one or more
compounds that affect pigmentation to enhance or otherwise
alter the visual appearance of skin or hair. Occurrences in the
skin or hair of noticeable but undesired pigmentation can be
treated using the methods of the present invention.

An effective dosage and treatment protocol can be deter-
mined by conventional means, starting with a low dose in
laboratory animals, and then increasing the dosage while
monitoring the effects, and systematically varying the dosage
regimen as well. Animal studies, preferably mammalian stud-
ies, are commonly used to determine the maximal tolerable
dose, or MTD, of a bioactive agent per kilogram weight.
Those skilled in the art can extrapolate doses for efficacy and
avoidance of toxicity to other species, including humans.

Any one or anumber of endpoints can be used to determine
when to stop treatment. For example, endpoints can be
defined subjectively such as, for example, when the subject is
simply “satisfied” with the results of the treatment. Alterna-
tively, endpoints can be defined objectively. For example, the
subject’s skin or hair in the treated area can be compared to a
color chart. Treatment is terminated when the color of the skin
or hair in the treated area is similar in appearance to a color
chart. Alternatively, the reflectance of the treated skin or hair
can be measured, and treatment can be terminated when the
treated skin or hair attains a specified reflectance. In another
method, the amount of melanin in the skin or hair can be
measured. Melanin content can be determined in any way
known in the art, including by histological methods, with or
without enhancement by stains for melanin.

Compositions of the present invention are preferably
administered pursuant to this aspect of the present invention
by topical application. For topical administration, the com-
pounds of the present invention can be formulated as a foam
or mousse, solution, gel, lotion, ointment, cream, suspension,
paste, liniment, powder, tincture, aerosol, transdermal drug
delivery system, or the like, in a pharmaceutically or cosmeti-
cally acceptable form by methods well known in the art. The
composition can be in any variety of forms common in the
pharmaceutical or domestic arts for topical application to
animals or humans, including solutions lotions, sprays,
creams, ointments, salves, gels, aerosols, etc., as set forth
above. Preferred agents are those that are viscous enough to
remain on the treated area, those that do not readily evaporate,
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and/or those that are easily removed by rinsing with water
topically with the aid of soaps, cleansers, and/or shampoos.
Actual methods for preparing topical formulations are known
or apparent to those skilled in the art.

Although the formulations and compositions are prefer-
ably delivered topically, it is also contemplated that the com-
positions can be delivered by various transdermal drug deliv-
ery systems, such as transdermal patches as known in the art.

EXAMPLES

The examples below are intended to exemplify the practice
of'the present invention but are by no means intended to limit
the scope thereof.

Example 1

Synthesis and Analysis of a Library of Small
Molecules

A 75 member combinatorial library was synthesized by
reacting acid chlorides of carboxylic acids A-E with amines
1-15 (FIG. 1) (Dothager et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 127:8686
(2005), which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety). Carboxylic acid and amine components used for
synthesizing the library were selected based on the presence
of individual substructures in other “biologically active”
compounds. Briefly, acid chlorides of A-E (1 eq) were pre-
pared by reacting oxalyl chloride (3 eq), DMF (0.01 eq) and
A-E in dry CH,Cl, for 18 hours. Solvent was then removed
under reduced pressure. Triethylamine (1.05 eq) and acid
chlorides were added to 1-15 (1.05 eq) in dry CH,Cl,. DMAP
(0.05 eq) was then added resulting in vigorous evolution of
gas, and reactions were stirred at RT for 36 hours. Crude
reaction mixtures were passed through a plug of silica gel,
eluted with 1:1 hexanes:ethyl acetate, and dried. RP-HPL.C
and ESI-MS confirmed all reactions yielded pure desired
products in varying yields. The purified library members
were diluted to 25 mM stocks in DMSO for screening. All
compounds of the library were confirmed by HPL.C and MS
data.

Example 2
Melanin Induction by Small Molecules

The melan-a murine melanocyte cell line was chosen for
library screening. This is a non-tumorogenic line of melano-
cytes derived from the skin of C57Bl/6J mice (Bennett et al.,
Int. J. Cancer39:414 (1987), which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety). These cells are ideal for phenotypic
melanin screening as they proliferate quickly, are highly dif-
ferentiated, and have been extensively studied (Snyder et al.,
Chemistry & Biology 12(4):477 (2005), which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety). Melanocytes were
cultured in RPMI 1640 media supplemented with 10% FBS
and 0.2 uM TPA, at 37° C. under 5% CO,, 95% atmosphere.
For screening, 1x10° melan-a melanocytes were plated in 24
well tissue culture plates in a volume of 2 ml. After 18 hr
incubation, 1 ml of media was removed and replaced by 1 ml
media doped with small molecule, forskolin positive control,
or DMSO vehicle control for 3 days. Initial screening was
performed at a 2.5 uM dose (0.01% DMSO). Cells were
harvested by trypsinization, washed 2x with PBS (pH 7.2),
and counted by hemocytometry. Cell counts were used to
assess treatment effects on cell proliferation. Melanin pro-
duction was quantified by lysing cell pellets in 800 pl of 1 M
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NaOH for 2 hrs on ice, vigorously resuspending the lysed
material by pipette, reading the absorbance at 490 nm of 200
ul aliquots of total lysate, and referencing to a standard syn-
thetic melanin (Sigma) curve. The 75 member library was
screened in triplicate. Melanin production was normalized to
cell count (A,gy/million cells) and fold change against
DMSO was calculated (FIG. 2).

Ten compounds from the library initially showed some
activity for inducing melanin production. These included
compounds A5, A7, C1,C2, C5, C7, C10, D10, D12, and E4
(see Table 1 above). Five library members significantly
induced (greater than 40% increase) visible melanin produc-
tion (FIG. 3) with similar potency to forskolin (FIG. 2).
Importantly, the selected compounds did not affect cellular
proliferation. Interestingly, there is a preference for fluori-
nated aromatic substituents. Importantly, compounds A5, A7,
and C7, which contain the fluorinated aromatic substituents,
were previously unknown. Subsequent analysis identified
compound A7 as the most active hit, and studies were per-
formed to further characterize its activity. First, A7 dose
response was investigated (FIG. 4). Treatment with 2.5 uM
A7 provided the optimal melanogenic response. Importantly,
there was no significant effect on cell proliferation at concen-
trations up to 5 uM.

Example 3

Influence of Compound A7 on Melanocyte
Dendricity

In addition to melanin production, A7 treatment induced
changes in cell morphology. Melanocytes are highly dendritic
cells, and dendricity has been correlated with melanin pro-
duction (Kosano et al., Biochim. Biophys. Acta 1499:11
(2000); Scott et al., J. Invest. Dermatol. 126:855 (2006),
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety).
Dendricity was assessed by histochemical hematoxylin stain-
ing of melan-a melanocytes with and without 2.5 uM A7
treatment. 1x10* melan-a melanocytes were cultured onto
vitrogen coated cover slips and treated with 2.5 uM A7 or
vehicle control for 72 hours. Cells were fixed in 3.7% forma-
lin/PBS, stained with hematoxylin, and imaged. Dendrites
per cell were manually quantitated, and the percentage of
cells with greater than 2 dendrites was calculated. As seen in
FIG. 5, A7 treatment increases dendricity in addition to mela-
nin formation: 36% of untreated and 69% of A7 treated
melan-a melanocytes had greater than 2 dendrites.

Example 4
Influence of Compound A7 on Tyrosinase Activity

To further understand the mode of action for A7, tyrosinase
activity was quantitated. Tyrosinase functions to hydroxylate
tyrosine to dopaquinone and [-DOPA in the first step of
melanin production (Ito, Pigment Cell Res. 16:230 (2003),
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety). As
such, increased tyrosinase activity leads to increased melanin
production. Tyrosinase activity can be measured by monitor-
ing the production of tritiated water upon the hydroxylation of
L-tyrosine-3,5-[*H] to L-DOPA (Pomerantz, J. Biol. Chem.
241(1):161 (1966); Park et al., J. Biol. Chem. 268:11742
(1993), which are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entirety).

Similarly to library screening, in quadruplet, melanocytes
were cultured with and without 2.5 pM small molecule treat-
ment for 3 days. Resulting cell pellets were lysed in 75 pl of
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80 mM K,PO,, 1% CHAPS, 2 mM PMSF, and PICO2 pro-
tease inhibitor cocktail (CalBioChem) for 2 hours on ice.
Lysates were then pelleted (10 minutes, 4° C., 10,000 rpm)
and protein concentration was determined by Bradford assay.
2.5 ng aliquots of total protein were incubated in 250 pl of 80
mM K,PO, containing 50 nM L-tyrosine, 25 nM L-DOPA,
and 5 uCi of L-tyrosine-3,5-[*H] for 60 minutes at 37° C.
Proteins were precipitated (375 ul 0.2% BSA and 375 ul 10%
TCA) and pelleted (10 minutes, 4° C., 10,000 rpm). 750 pl of
the resulting supernatent was added to 500 pl ofa 1:2 washed
charcoal:80 mM K,PO, suspension, nutated for 1 hour, and
charcoal was pelleted (15 minutes, 4° C., 10,000 rpm).
Aligouts of 1.0 ml of the tritiated water containing superna-
tant were transferred to scintillation vials containing 5.0 ml
scintillation fluid, and *H levels were counted. Denatured
protein samples of boiled aliquots served as negative controls,
and forskolin served as a positive control. As seen in FIG. 6,
A7 treatment increases tyrosinase activity in melanocyte cul-
ture, although to a lesser degree than forskolin treatment.
Additionally, Western blot analysis suggests cellular levels of
tyrosinase are not altered.

Example 5

Protein Analysis of Melanocytes Treated with
Compound A7

To identify changes in specific protein amounts in the
control versus A7 treated cells, two dimensional, differential
gel electrophoresis was employed. In total, 24 unique protein
spots were reproducibly increased or decreased in two
2D-DIGE analyses upon treatment with A7 as compared to
DMSO control (FIG. 7). These proteins are in the process of
being identified by MALDI-ToF mass spectrometry.

Discussion of Examples 1-5

In summary, phenotypic screening of a focused 75 member
combinatorial library was used to identify a number of novel
small molecules capable of inducing melanogenesis in mel-
anocytes in culture. Of these, compound A7 proved to pro-
duce the best results. A7 has similar potency to the known
melanogenic inducing agent forskolin, and does not exhibit
cytotoxic effects in cell culture. In addition to melanin for-
mation, A7 treatment results in increased cellular dendricity
and tyrosinase activity, processes commonly associated with
increased pigmentation. This novel compound represents a
new class of melanogenesis inducing small molecules, struc-
turally distinct from other compounds with similar function.

Although preferred embodiments have been depicted and
described in detail herein, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the relevant art that various modifications, additions, sub-
stitutions, and the like can be made without departing from
the spirit of the invention and these are therefore considered to
be within the scope of the invention as defined in the claims
which follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A composition comprising a compound according to
formula (1)

@
(W)

OO

Rr!
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wherein

R! is selected from straight or branched chain C, to C,
hydrocarbon;

R? is selected from H, —O—R3?® —NH—R3 and
—S—R?, where R? is selected from H, straight or
branched chain C, to C, hydrocarbon, and alkoxyalkyl;

W is optional and can be a straight or branched chain C, to
Cs hydrocarbon, —(CH,),NH—, or —(CH,),N
(CH,;)—, where p is an integer from 0 to 3;

X is selected from (CH,),, O, —(CH,) NH—, or
—(CH,),N(CH;)—, where n is an integer from 0 to 8
and q is an integer from O to 3;

Y is selected from (CH,),,—, where m is an integer from 0
to 3; and

Z is selected from
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where Q is selected from H and halogen,
and a carrier, wherein the composition is in the form of a
sunless tanning lotion.

2. A compound selected from the group of N-(4-fluo-
rophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-3-carboxamide and N-(3-
fluorophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-3-carboxamide.

3. The compound according to claim 2, wherein the com-

pound is N-(4-fluorophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-3-car-
boxamide.

4. The compound according to claim 2, wherein the com-
pound is N-(3-fluorophenethyl)-2-ethylquinoline-3-car-
boxamide.

5. A composition comprising a compound according to

claim 2 and a carrier.

6. The composition according to claim 5, wherein the car-
rier is selected from the group of lotion, gel, solution, or
aerosol.



